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To the end , 


; Mtparts may ſee the Cauſe of 


their Bondage,amd way of deliverance, 


a Cauſe in this Common-Wealch tacky 
FB much pleaded and contended tbou 
27 Words and Weapons, x 
© ''Some have called ic Libers & 17 | 
bo & . ence; buttheLight in the conſcience ( the - 
| SP [Light of Chriſt, the Lords true Witneſs in 
the foul ) canino mafii texch?; for by ic ( as obedncee i$ 
arp F move ] is recerved the Greater and more Mafy 


yelous + fs as being of 'ir, and one with ic, even 
 Gracefor: race, the ingrafted Word,able to ſave the ſouls 
w hich or wa rhe Ing of God,.and ſo j 


change 
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whereby he ſubdueth altMMngs ynco himſelf; and there- 
fore (failing herein ) many men have run violently upon 
the Botties and Eſtates of others, whereby divers perions 
havedyffere Imprifon ts and.cruet deat ſo ba- 
niſhments;{ometci theirnativeCountreys ug ard 
Relations, and ſought ( where peaceably ) to.inhabit and 
ſerve the Lordin other Lands, white the generality of the 
people have been m_ mn blindneſs and bondage, 1gno- 
rance and errors, by tollowing damb Idols , even as they 
were led. DTS 
By others the ſaid Cauſe hath been, and js called, The 
Cauſe of God and Religion, and (0 hath been much contend- 
ed for by a material Sword, wherein likewiſe have been 
miſtakes, ſome ſeeming to be for one Reli ion, Opinion, 
or thing, and ſome forancther ; the'ohe Gur ae unde- 
filed Religion remaming Rilf the fam&ch3»- ver it” was, 
but notſo contended for by thoſe that are exerciſed there- 
mn; for that isthe Work of God in the Light of Chriſt in 
the conſcience, in the ſoul, a ſpiritual hearing the voice of 
the beloved Son of God,the true Teacher, the one High- 
Prieſt, ( ſet over the houſhold of God ) who, leads from 
fuch Ads of violence, (upon that acconnt) to fuffer freely 
for his Name, and ſa be made perfe& in him, to worſhip 
him, walk with him, aud be one with him, and obey him 
ildro his Enemy in any 
thing;'or do to atiother that he would. not be done ants; 
This'orly can pleaſe God; And this Religion and ſpiritu- 
nor taught by man, but by the 
revelation of. Jeſus Chriſt, with the mighty Power of God, 
and can RIEner be (et up, nor pulled down by any mate- 
riat $Sword, Orce,z To In this, man's Wiſdom, 
unels, hath no place, bur is 
gever any man takes upon 
kintherein to command, order, direft,or defend, he mars 
al! chart ever he meddles wich yas ſaid the Apoftle z Whs 
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Sints have { indecd the mind of Chriſt, and eyeryone- 
gives acconnt” of himſelt ro God the heayenly Father,, 
thar hath cornmvitted all Judgement tothe Son, and all 
Power in Heaven'and Earth , wherety to ſubdue all his E=. 
nemies under his teet;aud when all chings are become ſub= 
je& unto him , then {ball the Son-alſo be ſubj.& ca him 
that-did put all things uncer bim, that God may be all 
in all, 
This Cauſe hath. of late been ſtited , The Good old Canſe, 
(it is like) for chat it hath met wich outward inter1uprions; 
the revival of which ( in an eſpecial niatinec ) concerns 
you (much entruſted therewith , and intereſted therein) 
in the Parliamenc and Army, becauſe that by your 
Ordersand A&mgs much, blood hath been ſpilc, and crea» 
ſure (ent about 1t, which (as you hearken to, and keep in 
the light of Chriſt, fingle-hearred, caſm, quier,flexiblegnd 
pliable, ro do che wall of God ) will be ſeen and felt with 
what that calls ro you for, 

Confider, That the Sword Civil and Military ( in your 
hands unexpe&edly at fuch a time as this) 1s nut to be 
born m vain, much leſs robe turned againſt the innocent; 
neither ought you to fall out about it, but to uſe it ſober- 
ly in the tear of the Lord, for the puniſhment of evil-do- 
ers, and praiſe of them that do well, (nct to juſtifie the 
wicked, nor condemn thie juſt) to take off. the heavy bur» 
thens, to quigt mens ſpirits, and thereby prevent theirin- 
clinations to ſeek outward help any other way; for ſois the 
Will of God, whoſe Juſtice you are to ſee (or cauſe) cul 
executed, (that the Earth continue not always filled wich 
violence, fraud and unquietneſs) whoſe Will you ſeemto 
defire and pray, may be donein Earthas it is in Heayenz 
If therein you be inearneſt, you will manifeſt itin Ai» 
cns of true love to him, with all your hearts, ſouls, minds 
and ſtrengths, and tous ( your Neighbours ) as to your 
ſelves, that you may be bleſſed in your deed; for you may 
ſee that God will not be alwayes mocked with Words,give 
to bim all your Honors, Wiſdoms, Power and Screngeb, 
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that he may become your Fear, Dread and Counſellor, 
and renew'you therein day by day, ( on atl occaſions ) as 
the redeemed of the Lord, the - roars. the breaches of 
many generations; a people ſought out, and not forſaken, 
ſach as he may delight to honor in his ſervice. 

In the nexr place give me leave to ſay, That cheoccaſis 
on of the Kingdoms ( or Nations) quarrel with the late 
King and his Party, ( when they took up Arms againſt us) 
was (1n a defenfive way) for our Rights and Liberties (alfo 
called the Priviledges of Parliaments, and Liberties of the 
Subje&s Ythen ſoexpreſt , and ſounderſtood ( which the 
King alwayes oppcfed"by his Negative Voice) in order 
whereunto rke Militia was dehired (or demanded ) from 
him ( thereby co have prevented the ſhedding of Blood, 
with the Charges and Conſequences of War) and We(the 
People) invited to enliſt and maintain each other in Arms; 
upon which Account , and for which. Cauſe We freely 
brought in our Moneys, Plate, Horſes, Arms, and other 
Habilliments of War ; and many choice ſpirited-men as 
freely adventured their lives, with all that was ( ourward- 
ly) near and dear to them,(Liberty of Conſcience ((ocal- 
led) and Religion ſeeming therein included; ) and you 
( now again brought together) are of them that firſt (emi- 
nently) appeared for that Cauſe, laid the foundation of 
it, and brought us into the way of a Common-Wealth in 
orderto it, and have ſeen much of the Lords Preſence and 
Power owning it in the hearts and hands of his ſervants, 
ſo that ( though it hath been outwardly obſtrufted ) men 
have not prevailed againſt it, (by fraud nor force) but ſplir 
themſelves upon that Rock. 

-Wherefore take you diligent heed to that light which 
would lead you into, and keep you, and guide you in the 
way of the Lords clearneſs, that you may follow him ful- 
ly (as you have ſaid) to lay the Top-ſtone upon that foun- 
x Aon 4 and the people chen cry, Grace, Grace toit, and 
never more repent of ry, or loſs for it, when 
«they ſhall eruly and indeed be ſerled, and ſurely defenued 
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in their Rights and Liberties, in Perſons and Eftates, fol 
that the Lamb and rhe Lyon may lye down together, and 
none make each other afraid; that all perſons in all places | 
may quetly and freely dotheir duties ro God, and each 
to other in true love, lincerity and ſoberneſs, as he by his 
Spirit ſhall reſpeCively diretX and command, co his praiſe, 
and che Spiritual and Temporal benefit and comfort one 
of another. 

Said God to Pharoab(by Moſes) L:t my people go, that they 
may ſerve me; and if thou wile not let them go, 1 will ſhew 
wy Power and wonders upon thee; [ will pour out my plagues npon 
thee and thy people, Was not this typical ? And hath not this 
(of late) been the caſe in theſe Nations? Confider it, 

Ic hath been ſufhciencly known and tel, that ſuch men 
have of late gotten into Authority, that would not hear 
tel} of our _ and Liberties (whar-ever ſmooth words 
they gave us) but made Laws to puniſh us for ſoberly ufing 
them and yet (even then) ſome would ſeem to ſay , Wy 
have you not your Liberties , your Civil and ſpiritual Concern- 
ments ſetled and cont inwed wnto you ? May not you be as good, as 
religions as you will? Are you not well? When alas we felt the 
Diftempers pinch us in all our parts and members ; Bonds 
and Impriſonments attending us every where, ſpoiling of 
our goods, and what not, And none that pittyed uscould 
relieve us, nor tell us how long. 

Be not you ſo led afide by the deceitfulneſs of Satan's 
Wiles, and devices of evil men, 

In love, and for loves ſake I beſeech you be watchful, be 
faithfu},be dilizent in the diſcharge of your reſpe&tive du- 
ties to God ard man , and while you have time, p1ile it; 
( the night cometh in which no man can work } improve 
all opporruniries to the right end, leaſt that which is lame 
and halrech be turned out of the Way,and then. you ſpend 
your times in diſputing, concradifting and oppoſing each 
other, until che 1mplicity be betrayed by the inventions 
and ſubril crafcineſsof ſuch as 1ye in wait co deceive, that 
have mens. perſons in admiration for adyantage z the 
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clirough hypocrifie,' to berray! both you. «nu as.of Que 
Rights and {B02 which royou woald be very ſadgund. 

our fall more -rema1 kable then others before y 111 Bur as 
tor thoſe that fear the Lord, and wait at all mes upon 
him, they are ſure of deliverance, and therefore do cheir 
duties quietly , cafting all care upon him that carcth for 
them. 

If any deceiver ſhall come ( with his new inventions ) 
and tell you , thac though you are not to meddle wich o= 
ther mens conſciences,yet you mult be {ure co (atisfhe your. 
own conſciencesby taking care of the peoples ſouls, {et- 
ling and eſtabliſhing Religion and Church-Goyernment 
as your chiefeſt buline(s , your greate(t Work, and fi;it to 
be done; thereby to prevent and ſuppreſs Herelies, Se&s, 
Schiſms, and Fa&ions in the Church, and that the Jetfer- 
ring of it ſo long;hath been che cauſe ot ſuch and ſo many 
errors and divitons amongf the people ; And thus run on 
as faſt as his congue can belye his heart; (for did noc Seas, 
Schiſms, Errors and Hereſies begin wich (uch falſe Teach- 
ers? yea, and with chem ſhall they end, ) Then do you ſe- 
riouſly confader , That the vain mind of man is forward 
and haſty to ſer our it ſelf to work for God ( as Cain and 
King Sas/ offered facrificen their own Wills) but without 
God, and therefore againſt him ; man being ignorant of 
God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh his own 
righteouſneſs, ſubmits not to the righteouſneſs of God, 
but, turns the truth of God intoa lye, worſhipping and 
ferving the creature,and forfakingthe Creator,who is God 
over all, bleſſed for ever, and rich untoall that call upon 
him 

The Lord led his Iſrael of old by a Cloud, and by a Pil- 
lar of fire, and ſo they moved or ſtood till as they were 
led, And afterwards he gave them Laws, Statutes, and Qr- 
dinances whereby to worſhip him, The Lord Ged never 
yet ſaid toany people,Go make your ſelves a Church-Wor- 

ip, Diſcipline, or Government, or ſettle for your ſelvesa 
Way whereby to worſhip me. The 
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= tes Lord and Ltwoaiver, fenthfid inalf Nis fiouſe 
ey on)promiſed and hath ſent his holy Spirit the-Com- 
forter, tolead intoall erath, torake of his, and give unto 4 
us; to this oneLaw=giver( able to ſave and to deftroy Yare | 
his ſeryants onely obedient, and he heir pattern in all pas 
tience 'andlong-ſuffering, even with joytulneſs, 

Alfo confider, That the conſcience and ſoul of man is a 

place for the living God to dwel and walk in, whereno 
Magiſtrate (us ſuch) hath any buſineſs. 
UL Thefſouls of men is a Charge too great, too high, too 
weighty for you to undertake or meddlewith,and(like the 
former Builders of Babe!) wil be confounded in it,if you fo 
touch it; The wickednels of the wicked therein ſhall come 
ro an end; and the Lord wil eſtabliſh the juſt. Do you one- 
ly ſettle us in our external Rights and Liberties, eſtabliſh 
them ro us, and defend us therein from fraud and violence 
of fuck as yet know not what ſpirits they are of, but are 
diſobedient, ignorant of the Law of the Spirit of Lifein 
Chriſt, that makes free from that of fin and death; ſecure 
us in this particular, and reſtrain all perſons from abtiſig 
themſelves and the creatures in riotous living, by Antho- 
riry,in the hands of ſuch mien as hate covetouſneſs' and 
yain glory, that know this ſpiritual Law, Fear God, and eſ- 
chew evil. 

This is your Buſineſs and onr Right, both by Birth, and 
dear Purchaſe; ſuffer it not eo be with-held from us by 
ſtopping your ears at the cryes of the oppreſſed. 

rken unto us, that God'may hearken unto yon when. 
you ſhall moſt need his help;and cruſt the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
with his own work in our fouls and conſciences; for they, 
that dare takethe charge of other mens ſouls upon them, 
neither know their own ſouls, nor yet their duties ro God 
or man; it's cut of your Sphere, beyond yuur reach, a 
work whichneicher God nor man hath commicced to your 
Truſts; not found in all your Records (cf the moſt Anti- 
chriſtian 
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. maintenance, (by tythes or otherwiſe ) are che Hirelings, 


xurions andcorrnpted forms concerning Church-Govern« 
ments, Worſhip and Diſcipline, which. (in the longand 
dark night of Apoſtacy)have been ufhered in byPopiſhPre- 
lates and Prieſts, and ſo craftily twiſted and interwoven 
together with, rooted in, and depending upon the Civil 
Authority , and-the'Civil Authority in, with, and upon 
them, that many wiſe'men think ;ita kind of Sacriledge, 
or rather njadne(s roſeverthem each from other,and that 
the doing thereof may break both,.and drive all intocon- 
fufion 3 and be ſure that ſort of men ( moſt concerned 
therein will not fail to tell you (o, and withall tell you, - 
that you are to maintain a Goſpel-Miniſtry; that other- 
.wiſe the people will become heathens; that-they are the 
men to be ſo maintained;that you muſt defend them from 
being reproved in the preſence of their hearers, whatſoe- 
yer they ſay there 3 and much more of thatking , if you 
hearken to them, and have but ſuch a faith,( as ſtands in 
their Wiſdom) to believe them, while it is evident tothe 
children of ligkt, and other unbyaſſed men, That hereby 


' mas the riſe, and this the root and foundation of all Anti: 


chriſtian Tyranny; and that when man by his Wiſdon, 
and Authority meddles, (in like manner ) he onely builds 
Babe! higher and higher,until it fall about his ears as (hath 
been ſeen;) The depths of Satans. pollicies , and deceits 
herein, are ſuch as few men are yet aware of, but run on, 
and are puniſhed ; onely the children/of Jight ſee him in 
his transformings and likeneſſes, chough adorn'd with ne- 
ver ſocurious a drels, | vid 
The Church of Chrift never had ,j deiired, nor wanted 
Cuch helps from man.co ſupport her, [PP 
. 14's che Mother of Harlots and abominations, the Strum 
pet, the ſtrange Woman, Jez-6:/, thap deceives the people 
'with her fornications,. the worldly Teachers, Scate-Minir 
Ners, Antichrifts Miniſters, that want ſuch Authority for 
a worldly maintenance; they that receive or (eek for ſuch 
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* rhedettivers, andnone of Chris Winfters? for Okrift 6- 
+ ever provided'for his Miniſters (daytie bread wherewkh” 
they were contented','and Freely wenr and preache&the 
everlaſting Gofpel, without help by mans Authority ; or 
eakingcareful choughe what co eat or drink, or wherewith 
to be clothed; Andthus he imploys many of his ſervancs 
in'chis day of his Almighrf# Power, thar his great Work' is 
ſo y tin rhe Waeel, chat 'man'is tior'ableto ſtop ir, a 
he (ſhould fight never fo fiercely againſt ic:He 1s inſeperably 
in,an. with his Fremblers, by his everlaſting Covenant; 
and they with him { m - ws and truth ) worſhip the Fa- 
ther, 'and4 live the Tife 'of the Almighity , arid areanbea> 
venly Hoſt wich bim; bis righteouſneſs is before them, and 
'the Glory of the Lord their Rerewardzrhey cannoc be idle 
2s ochers that ffort themſelves in the day-rime, nor filenr, 
har (peak the tam hey have heard and ſeen with their 
Father; and ebongh' ey be perſecnced, aflifted, aid 'tor- 
mence4 EETD r the laughter , ( by che wilfulneſs 'of 
ſome, and igiiorantce of others ) yer is their love increa- 
ſed rowards: all men; as knowing that he is worthy” for 
whom they ſnffer ſuch things, who nevertheleſs wil avenge 
his own, Elef thar ery 'da and night wiro him; Tribula- 
tion tothem that ſo trouble bis fervanes, and to them reſt 
and peace with him; which #* rheir life.” 
210 Whar ſober-minded man will ſay we (the people) have 
_ *orir Righrs and Liberties, (which many of us have far ad- 
'yentured for') while the aforeſaid Antichriftian yoke of 
"bondage is fiport vity-necks 7 We'have fiot our Liberties in 
our Perſons or Eſtates, nor are we in any better condition 
then flaves, bond-men,and bond-women; our bodies, and 
"what &ſe; we hold, and' labour for at the wills of other 
meft, Z pts 
© Divers of our Bodies haled to priſons , and there kept 
© for a year, or yeari, more'vr lef3, as others pleaſe,: - 
 Agreatpart of the increaſe of our Lands, Stock', and 
' Labours (Arbitrarily) forced from us tiine after time, and 
no Lawto prote@& us fromfuch violence z have not « "—_ 
B ; \*Y 
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iN, and from the Plough, to the wa many mens E-" 
ſtates; hinderance. of "Tillage and, Trafles, poverty and 
want,of;Wives.and Ghildrgnznor: ng {aps We Oe tO, 
any Wen, bur oucly,concerningthe orlh gue God, 
(whom we (erve in, pur,Spirith, ia $| ec A of hjs Son), 
and (for cofſcience-ſake rowardshim Jdarenox afliſt and 
Maincain the Antichriftian Tyranny, Py us,, 9x, others, ,- 
$0 likewiſe when any of, che ſeryangs,of, Chriſt go forth 
(iv, phedienceto him) x6 declareagiml, hn and Wicked- 
tes , Are chey not beaten, fipned Cores, impnſoned, 
cruelly. whipc, and: ſhametyly. 4 ab And have uot: 
Jome been fgwd. in Crabs ,.paRty, (nokta and dirty 
Holes of the Earth, fries, NPt P hoy £9 come. into 
LOPE PRIROPIAFERSHE Of FRAN camfo 1, Nox tolay Ke 
367 abg prfva HR thanked ſqrt of men, what 
.angd, QEPARcS ey baye obraine toſupportch hem g/l 
-CVer us by; Lythe $,Or otherwiſe; how they do, or may. take 
-Peace fram/us, and alter mens conditipns when, and as 
-they;phraſg3of rhe; pregehinging. and.d FI what they ee 
ie daljive wn Magill races. PaglamentzAcmy and, F Fog G 
Their prevalency mn remoying faithtyl. eps  Cyland 
» Miticary)outof chejy Places.of, [rult,& bringing inioebab 
- Places luch perſbugas they know will ſegve Eeheie ingereſts 
2 againſt pun Labexcics , zyhereby Juſtice hath. beer, cucned 
backwards how pg Weda BE Agouns) a iy, Per 
arg pndy Y- eletſe @; (exve, wy, Parliaments: Hrs hey 
' ſtriving,now. to, wy in all intereſts againlt | iE Per es 
Rights and, Libertzes.; : I Gay not bur it; anay-conocern them 
ſo-to do, now the Head of their Church ( with his Ne 
- acoYAi5Qapd HnFabersghe Biſhops, areHallen beto 
them; SYem lo Gaall,Bab I, Babylon fa falL aud uever riſe again; Lo. 
, mengatzons and.Vyogs,will be co luch as pitty ber...” 


mr Nor ſhalf I Gy muchcouching. our Righes and Liberties 
mother particulazs, as how, many men have been (as, it 


were) 
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 wertYtorffion their Parkers and Markpr 
Chien ,'f thejt own) ro febyoin Gerntign Wares. 
_ the Wills of: others, (#fidyerliable forr0 be)) wthountrug. 
* knowledgeof 'the occufion thereof, theiricouſcrences (atisy ; 
fied therem,or their Wivesahd Children provided for, bur 
rather lefctObegortarveinthe Bivects,. How divers faighs, 
fi Members of the Army trave-been; purous ofesþgir low, 
plo&ynents; becauſe forrconſitience-take) chegyrould nor, 
g6 with their Arms to-ſtand/by; approve of, and quitife rhe, 
Pariſh-Teathersin-their way;and others pur out as.illegal., 
iy atthe Wills of crlier men; How uncertain-and delatory 
ptbceedings 'ar'Vlaw- are: . The! peoples ignorance of the 
Tawsinder'whichthey:live, becauſe of che-nuylciplicig 
Thereof, 'atid> contradiftions therein. Of: ſore Statures; 
part repeal'd; and others, part continued; ſome before rex 
peadled, again revived, or-part revived ;, ſome limited to 
*1me, fome' otherwiſe, Laws in force-to take away. mens 
"Jives for Theft, whereig no perſan hath been, put-nr feat or 
- danger of. death; Courts ſodivery and different, in_ their 
. manner of proceeding and tryals, ExaGtions and oppteſ- 
five Tolls and by-Laws in Corporations, & peculiar Juriſ- 
(di&icns,ingrothingaof Trades and trading cherein; Corpo- 
- ratfoiis norpermirting ſuch as haye (ſerved! che Common- 
Wealth in theirWars,to exerciſe their Trades freely there. 
Perſons of other Nations ingrofling or taking up Trades, 
wherein many of the poorer ſort haye uſually been in- 
"ployed; and''comfortably' maintained their, Wives , and 
Children ,'\flaviſh Tenures of | Land! held at the will 
of the'Lord, ( ſo-called ) Oaths, or Swearing, contrary 
tothe Command cf, Chriſt; and ſeveral other things, (too 
'many here ro mention) contrary to our Rights and Liber- 
.. ties, though nothing ſo gtievous 'as thoſe which more eſ- 
' Fecrally concetns our Liberties and Freedoms an the Wor- 
. thip of our God, and.obedience to himat all FER in 
al places, Nowif there be ſome perſons thatagefoin-love! 
with flavery-as to defireto continue in the ſaid] bondage, 
/ and account” it theur libecty. ſo; to. remam as natural, co 
40 B 2 > - them 
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thers befvrechem /be pleaſed to chto 

their ' (undevAntichriſt,)) natil-they. ſhall be wil= 
ling tobe orherwiſe free; but let it be by cheir own Att and 
* Deed, { otherwiſe that would be to them bondage) ler 
ſuch hire #nd maintain'their own Minifiers out. of cheir 
own purſes as they pleaſe or can agree ) provided always 
chab they Tis be hired) be ſuch as are not profels'd Ene- 
mes to the publike peace, and that they meddle not at all 
with matters of Civil Government, thereby to make 0+ 
thers unquiet; then may you permit every man freely to 
enjoy the fruiesof his own Land, Stock, and daily labours, 
withoud trbuble” concerning that tedious and vexagious 
Tax, called Tythes,(fo great a ſcruple in. many mens con- 
ſciences) and thereupon -finde the generality of us ( the 
imptop freely willing to part with moneys for redeeming 


Imiptopriations, payment of Souldiers Arrears, and other 
publike Debts; and then moſt freely may you. charge mo- 
on us for the payment thereof, upon fo juſt aud ya- 
luable confiderations. 
' lt is like there are ſome other perſons that are weary of 
this Bondage, and would be releaſed, but dare-not yer ſa 
ſo, becauſe they ſee not the way, wanting faith in thols 
things which ſpeedily are to be accompliſhed. And it's al- 
ſolike here be many wiſe men ( after the fleſh ) chart will 
not eaſily be perſwaded that this is the way to Peace and 
our Liberties. Now to ſuch I fay ,- Remember what you 
' read that Chriſt ſaid; 'Wharſoevey you would chat men ſhould 
do wnto you ,* ſo ds you unto them, &c. Be you willing toput 
this into prattice, that it may appear you would learn of 
Chriſt; fer «t iz #61 hethar janth Lord, Lord, but he that doth 
| the will of the hewvenly Father, | 
- © Is there diy thing more equa}; and juſt then that all 
' men ſhould hire & pay their own Miniſters (4/4: ſervants?) 
* "Would you not have that liberty, and be ſo done unto } 
'- And wete this way ſpeedily pur in praftice;(though but 
' fora time) you would ſee this work ſo great a change in 
| | mens 
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rus in theſe times ; 
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minds <— , 3.ers will noty: 
berold;chem, or never ſo plainly deck 
to. them, but:rather take offence becauſe of ſome ſel 
rtexefts; and herein Lbeſeech you to take diligent heed, Teſt 
any of you ſhould be exalted in your ſelves, and think this 
a kind of arrogancy in.me, or diſparagement tc your Wiſ- 
doms, or that you have not need of Monitors m theſe 
times when ſo great things have been done and ſuffered 
upon this very account of Liberty, and when the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt (with thouſands ef his. Saints) rides on glo« 
.riouſly.,, conquering, and to conquer, treading down all 
. Rule, and all Authority {contrary to him) under his feet, 
that which many wiſe men and Kings haye defired to ſee, 
and yet have not ſeen it; which the Martyrs in the Marian 
dayes, ( under the bloody Prelates and Priefts) lifred up 
* their. hearts and hands to- God for, with ſtrong cryes ( as 
we haye cauſe tobelieve ) frying in the {ire ; and many 0- 
'thers in ſome of your dayes have freely alſo parted with 
their morcal lives for, dyed in faith, but enjoyed not theſe 
o—__ Ged (inmercy) having provided better things 
Times 1 ſay, wherein the worſt of 
men are. made manifeſt , wherein che- blade ſprings up, 
aud che Tares appear; Times wherein the Lord gives peo- 
le for his people, even Nacions for their lives, chat Chriſt 
] rule and reign in righteoufneſs, and bring forth 
with oy, his choſen with gladueſs, There hath 
.. been times when ſome of you(at leaſt) have ſought him, 
and would have owned him in any appearance; refuſe him 
' not nowin hisembraces andtenders of love in thole that + 
have embraced him, though he doth appear in a deſpiſed 
le; (where none of the wiſe men of this world looked 
im.) towhom he is decome a Son anda Shield, their 
| Righreoulſneſs,, Streng 
--Let it appear if your delight be in the 
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In the Apoſtles dayes, and ſome years ſince, it is evidenc 
that the one, onely —— and yndefiled Relgionwes | 
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come down. from the. Father of lighcs, wi 7is' 110 


riableneſs nor ſhadow of changing, who of hisown will 
heger ſons, anil daughrers with che Word 6f Trath, &c; 


| LT Wa hjs work int the conſcience , in the f6ull,*'% herein 
tae ants. 0 


beyed him with diligence 8& detighic” ar fince 
men. baye invented forms of words'in their own wills, 
uy Cones departed from the Eht wr Toſt the ſubſtance 
;arid power of godlineſs, and become ftrangers to the life 
of God , through theignorance in them, becauſe of rhe 
* blindneſs of their minds, the grear'things of Hisfaw-feemn- 
.1ng to them a ſtrange thing ; The” truetight of 'Chriſt in 
.the conſcience, in the ſoul, that whereby Doing aſcendet 
. up on high) he draws all men wnro” him, i defpiſed awd 
_evil ſpoken of by ſuch as ſatisfie rfieniſelves with reports, 
and a ſound of words without life; ASfor mftance; ter e- 
. Yery man.conſider ſeriouſly in thitcalted'Baptifm, fr hath 


e841 ofr ſaid and r2peate4 , That therem you make a ſo- 


lemn Vow, Promiſe, and Profeſſion, That you will forſake 

he Devil,and all his'works, the yain pomye and glory of 
the world, with all covetous delifes of the fatne, and" the 
-arnal dehres of the fleſh, that you will not follow nor be 
d by chem; and that you wilfnor be aſhamed to confeſs 
-the Faith of Chriſt crucified'z Bur manfully fight under 


18 Banner againſt Sin, the World, and the Devil, andſo 


"A 
z 


© continue Chriſts faichful Soutdiers and Servants, to your 
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_ hives end, dying unto fin, and living unto righreouſneſs, 
daily mortifying all evil and corrupt affefions, following 
"thr. example of Chriſt, to be madelike unto/him,&ec, and 

| how maſt live in their luſts, pride, filth , and all man- 

o shominations; ( tike che fool that ſaid in his heart, 

F# 0 God) wlirig the true words of Chrift;'7 har noleſs 


c born at ain 5 be tannot enter mo tht Kingdom of God; 


, praying alſo,. *hat God would grant that which by na- 
| tre Jn gannge bin?) Nite When will you deaf} cruly wich 
d-a als, chavyour own mdyour Tedch- 
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Arid1aftly, rake this fora'Maxim, that whereſoever any - 
earthly Ying, Prince,- Monarch, Porencate, Power-or Au-+ _ 
thority (b' lie, or they fieyer fo wiſe, learned;/ot retigious} 
ſhall eſtabliſh any Religion; (fo called') Worthip; of Pile 
pline, or be extolled, ſtiletl, deemed; efteenied, or taken t& 
be Head of the Church | Defender of the Faiths; or ſhalt! 
rake upon him, or them; to give Commands or Nire&ions* 
concerning the Worſhip and-Service of God, (accordingroi 
his, or cleir beſt'Wie, Skil and Crnning)ehdtisaty Uiſunpa» - 
cion upon the Pretdgarive'anid Aiithority of Chritt: Jeſtig;] 
the Head of "ris Body ue phiteeh, King of Saints, and the 
one Law-giver, able toſave and ro deſtroy; andiſuch Reli- 

onand Faith ( thereby acquired) ſtands” th che Wiſuons 
nd Anchoriry of man, and not in' the power'of God;be4 
ing ntichriſtian; deceitful, and Vaing'wherebyrhepeople 
become Viewus and'wickedlyh | ocricicat Suhbehab Reli« 
pion and Church-Government (with the CommandgDos 
Trines;, and Opinions (o'eftabliſhed ) ſerver forcPakeifat 
ends, 'filencech the Voice of Chriſtin peoples/foulgland 
tSibcitnees; and catiſech then £0 become fornralfrequent . 
an virifty takers of Got Chriftz#nd che Sainiseonutligs 
oY as they have read, or heard ſay) contenders about 
words and queſtions, boaſting them(evewia rhirivgsthey 
neverſaw, &r. and is dangerous to civil Sociggnand Go- 
vernment, the o:cafion of fo great ſtrife, contention, and 
bloodſhed in all Nations and Ages of Antichriſt, and no 
certain aſſurance of peace or ſafety can be there eicher tg 
Magiſtrate or people; bur” confilion of minds; amtexch in 
continual fear of other; This hath cauſed ſo great diſtat- 
ces between men, ſo myghpricked State-policy on the one 
hand; and Treachery againſt men in Authority owvelſe 0- 
ther hand; Diſtractions and heirt-burning one againſt a- 
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—nother, as alſo-ſuch deceir, chac men. ( for outward peace 
ſake ;are even neceſſitated to teach their congues'to flatter. 
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